INSTINCTS IN MAN

Under the sex-inatinets he places :

Parental Instincts and
Reproductive Instincts,

leaving for his herd-instinct McDougall's
Gregariousness.

This does not, of course, imply that these subheadings
exhaust what in Tansley's opinion is the content of any one
of his three heads

For the actual problems of teaching and education
Thorndike's attitude is useful. It is important to the teacher
to know just what a child may be expected to imitate, just
what kind of situations lead to self-assertion, and so on. In
combining and redirecting instincts, in checking some and
encouraging others, it is, however, wise to take account of
the three centres of attraction to which our instinctive
forces converge. The development of proper relations with
one's fellows, learning to live with them without losing one's
identity, and the skilful guiding of the forces of sex into the
right channels, are the three most important tasks of the
educator. But the professional knowledge which will enable
Mm to accomplish these tasks is composed of those units
which the "situation-response" psychologists enumerate.
Among the innumerable situations and responses described
with admirable clearness and absence of theoretical bias
by Thorndike, the following are perhaps of greater educa-
tional value, in nursery and school. His own words are
freely used.

To sudden changes and sharp contrasts a universal response
is " att^ntiveness, i.e. such fixating of eyes, head, etc., that
the objects showing the change or contrast are brought into
clearest observation."

" Any not too large object which " thus, or otherwise,
"attracts attention, and does not possess repelling or
frightening features, incites to approach, reaching, touching,
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